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SUBJECT: TRADE AND THE ASEAN MINISTERIAL 

REF: STATE 186836 

1 . WE HAVE PASSED SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL TO LEONG CHEF. 
WHYE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TRADE OFFICE IN FINMIN, AND 
GOS OFFICIAL CHIEFLY RESPONSIBLE FOR MTN MATTERS. 
LEONG THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO ADD 
ANYONE FROM TRADE DEPARTMENT TO GOS DELEGATION AT 
THIS LATE DATE BECAUSE DELEGATION ALREADY HAS 
CABINET APPROVAL AND ADDITION WOULD REQUIRE GOING 
BACK TO CABINET. LEONG, HOWEVER, SEES ADVANTAGE 
OF PURSUING MTN BILATERALS IN WASHINGTON AND WOULD 
FAVOR MTN DISCUSSIONS IF ASEAN GOVERNMENTS AGREE TO 
THEM AND CAN WORK OUT ARRANGEMENTS IN TIME. HE WILL 
AWAIT WORD FROM PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT ON SUBJECT. 
WE ARE SENDING LEONG LETTER SUMMARIZING REFTEL. 
INGRAHAM 
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